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1
FLUID TRANSPORTER

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a fluid transporter which
transports a small quantity of fluid at low speed.

2. Related Art

A peristaltic pump is known as a device for transporting
liquid at low speed. Examples of the peristaltic pump involve
a type which delivers liquid by pressing an elastic tube as a
fluid delivery channel from the upstream side to the down-
stream side using a plurality of fingers (for example, see
JP-T-2001-515557).

Another example of the peristaltic pump transports liquid
by pressing a tube from the upstream side to the downstream
side using a plurality of rollers attached to a rotor (for
example, see JP-A-2-280763).

These types of pumps are called tube pumps in view of the
structure which transports liquid by pressing the elastic tube.

According to the tube pumps disclosed in JP-T-2001-
515557 and JP-A-2-280763 each of which delivers liquid by
pressing the tube, variations in the inside diameter of the tube
in manufacture directly affects the accuracy of the delivery
amount of liquid when a small amount of the liquid is trans-
ported. However, sufficient accuracy of the inside diameter of
the elastic tube in these tube pumps is difficult to be secured.

SUMMARY

It is an advantage of some aspects of the invention to solve
at least a part of the aforementioned problems and the inven-
tion can be implemented as the following forms or application
examples.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 1

This application example of the invention is directed to a
fluid transporter which includes: a rotor; a fluid delivery chan-
nel which has a groove having a circular-arc shape on a
concentric circle around a rotation axis of the rotor and dis-
posed on a surface of a channel frame, and a sheet-shaped
elastic member sealing an opening of the groove in the rotor
direction; and a plurality of pressing members disposed
between the rotor and the elastic member to sequentially and
repeatedly open and close the delivery channel from the
upstream side to the downstream side by deforming the elas-
tic member in accordance with the rotation of the rotor.

According to this application example of the invention, the
delivery channel has the groove and the sheet-shaped elastic
member formed on the channel frame. In this case, the accu-
racy of the cross-sectional area of the delivery channel
becomes higher than the accuracy of the inside diameter of an
elastic tube in related art based on the fact that the groove can
be produced with high accuracy by injection molding or other
methods and the fact that the sheet-shaped elastic member has
little effect on the dimensional variations of the delivery
channel. Thus, the variations of the delivery amount of fluid
caused by the variations in the cross-sectional area of the
delivery channel decrease. Accordingly, the accuracy of the
delivery amount of fluid improves.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 2

It is preferable that the fluid transporter of the above appli-
cation example further includes a pressing portion provided
on each of the plural pressing members to press the elastic

30

35

40

45

2

member. In this case, each of the pressing portions has a shape
similar to the cross-sectional shape of the groove in the direc-
tion perpendicular to the fluid flowing direction.

When the pressing portions of the pressing members are
thus shaped, the delivery channel can be securely closed.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 3

Itis preferable that each of the pressing portions of the fluid
transporter of the above application example has elasticity.

When each of the pressing portions of the pressing mem-
bers has elasticity, the shapes of the pressing portions can
easily follow the shape of the groove at the time of pressing
the elastic member. Thus, the delivery channel can be further
securely closed.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 4

Itis preferable that each of the pressing portions of the fluid
transporter of the above application example has a fringe
portion which presses the peripheral surface of the groove to
which the elastic member is fixed.

In closing the delivery channel by the pressing members,
there is a possibility that an extremely small space is produced
on a fixing boundary between the groove and the elastic
member and is not completely closed. In this case, a prede-
termined delivery amount is difficult to be secured due to
insufficient closure of the delivery channel. When the fringe
portions are provided as in this application example, however,
the fixing boundary can be sufficiently closed. Thus, the pre-
determined delivery amount can be secured.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 5

It is preferable that the cross-sectional shape of a channel
wall of the groove in the direction perpendicular to the fluid
flowing direction is a circular-arc shape in the fluid trans-
porter of the above application example.

The shape of the groove is not particularly limited but may
be quadrangular or trapezoidal, for example. The groove
shape can be simplified when the groove is substantially
circular-arc-shaped. In case of the quadrangular or trapezoi-
dal groove, corners are produced at the crossing positions of
the respective sides. In this case, extremely small clearances
are produced at the corners at the time of closure of the
delivery channel by using the elastic member. When the chan-
nel wall is substantially circular-arc-shaped, no corner is pro-
duced. Thus, the delivery channel can be more securely
closed with no clearance produced.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 6

It is preferable that the delivery channel of the fluid trans-
porter of the above application example is so shaped that the
groove and the elastic member become substantially symmet-
ric with respect to the peripheral surface of the groove to
which the elastic member is fixed.

According to this structure, the delivery channel is defined
by the groove and the elastic member provided with a recess
having a shape substantially similar to the cross-sectional
shape of the groove. In such a structure which includes a
simple sheet-shaped elastic member, the pressing members
press the elastic member in such a manner as to expand the
elastic member at the time of pressing the elastic member for
closure of the delivery channel. In this case, the pressing
forces of the pressing members increase. However, when the
elastic member has the same shape as that of the groove, the
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amount of expansion of the elastic member decreases,
whereby the delivery channel can be securely closed even by
small pressing forces of the pressing members. In addition,
the durability of the elastic member improves.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 7

It is preferable that the delivery channel of the fluid trans-
porter of the above application example is provided on the
outer circumferential side surface of the channel frame.

According to this structure, the groove can be easily
formed. Moreover, the work for fixing the elastic member can
be facilitated.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 8

It is preferable that the channel frame of the fluid trans-
porter of the above application example has the delivery
channel, and a fluid inlet channel and a fluid outlet channel
penetrating the channel wall of the groove. In this case, the
inlet channel is disposed on the upstream part of the delivery
channel, and the outlet channel is disposed on the down-
stream part of the delivery channel.

According to this structure, the inlet channel and the outlet
channel formed as holes in the channel frame have more
simplified structure than that of the inlet channel and the
outlet channel provided on the extending direction of the
circular-arc-shaped delivery channel. Moreover, when the
fluid to be transported is a liquid medicine injected into a
living body, the delivery channel, the inlet channel and the
outlet channel can be formed exclusively within the channel
frame and the channel frame including the components in
contact with the liquid medicine can be replaced with a new
channel frame, safety increases, and the running costs
decrease because the other components can be repeatedly
used.

APPLICATION EXAMPLE 9

It is preferable that the rotor of the fluid transporter of the
above application example is a cam. In this case, the plural
pressing members are fingers radially disposed in directions
from the rotation axis of the cam and pressed by the cam.

According to this structure, fluid can be transported by
utilizing the peristaltic movement of the fingers. Moreover,
the structure which includes the fingers pressing the elastic
member in the vertical direction decreases the rotation loads
of the cam. In addition, the components can be made com-
pact, contributing to size reduction of the entire fluid trans-
porter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein like numbers reference like
elements.

FIG. 1is aplan view illustrating a part of a fluid transporter
according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2A is a partial cross-sectional view showing a cross
section taken along a line A-P1-A in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2B is a perspective view showing a part of a finger.

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional view illustrating a closed
condition of a delivery channel according to the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view showing a finger
according to a modified example of the first embodiment.
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FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate a fluid transporter according to
a second embodiment, wherein: FIG. 5A is a partial cross-
sectional view showing a cross section taken along the line
A-P1-A inFIG. 1; and FIG. 5B is a perspective view showing
a part of a finger.

FIG. 6 is a partial perspective view of a finger according to
a modified example of the second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a partial cross-sectional view showing a delivery
channel according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a plan view illustrating a fluid transporter accord-
ing to a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view showing a cross section
taken along a line B-P1-B in FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view showing a cross section
taken along a line D-P2-D in FIG. 8.

FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate a finger according to a fifth
embodiment, wherein: FIG. 11A is a front view in an example
1; and FIG. 11B is a front view in an example 2.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments according to the invention are
hereinafter described with reference to the drawings.

The figures referred to herein are schematic figures whose
reduction scales for components and parts in the vertical and
horizontal directions are different from the actual scales for
convenience of explanation. In the following description of
the embodiments, a fluid transporter as a device which injects
a small quantity of a liquid medicine into a living body at low
speed will be discussed.

First Embodiment

FIG. 11is a plan view illustrating a part of a fluid transporter
according to a first embodiment. FIG. 2A is a partial cross-
sectional view illustrating a cross section taken along a line
A-P1-A in FIG. 1. FIG. 2B is a perspective view illustrating a
part of a finger. FIG. 1 is a drawing showing functions of the
chief functional elements in perspective. As illustrated in
FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B, a fluid transporter 1 includes a reservoir
11 for storing a liquid medicine, a cam 20 as a rotor, a channel
frame 14 where a fluid delivery channel 15 is provided, and a
plurality of fingers 40 through 46 as pressing members dis-
posed between the delivery channel 15 and the cam 20 and
arranged radially at equal intervals in directions from a rota-
tion axis P1 of the cam 20.

The fluid transporter 1 further includes a driving device as
a driving source, a transmission mechanism which transmits
the drive of the driving device to the cam 20 at a predeter-
mined reduction ratio, a control circuit which controls the
driving device, and a small battery as a power source for
supplying power to the control circuit, each of which compo-
nents is not shown in the figure.

The reservoir 11 is an elastic resin container whose volume
is variable in accordance with the amount of fluid to be stored,
and communicates with the delivery channel 15 via a connec-
tion tube 81.

The cam 20 is a disk-shaped component having a cam
surface on the outer circumferential side surface, where finger
pressing surfaces 21a through 21d are provided on the outer-
most circumference. The respective finger pressing surfaces
21a through 214 are disposed on a concentric circle at the
equal distance from the rotation axis P1. Each pair of the
finger pressing surface 21a and the finger pressing surface
215, the finger pressing surface 215 and the finger pressing
surface 21c, the finger pressing surface 21¢ and the finger
pressing surface 21d, and the finger pressing surface 214 and
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the finger pressing surface 21q are so constructed as to have
the same pitch in the circumferential direction and the same
external shape.

The cam 20 is rotatably supported by a first device frame 12
and a second device frame 13 in such a condition as to be fixed
to a cam shaft 75 to which a cam gear 76 is also secured (see
FIG. 2A). The cam shaft 75 transmits the rotation of the
driving device to the cam 20 via the cam gear 76 to rotate the
cam 20 around the rotation axis P1 in a direction indicated by
an arrow R (see FIG. 1).

Each of the finger pressing surfaces 21a through 214 is
continuously formed from a finger pressing slope 22 and a
circular-arc-shaped portion 23 positioned on a concentric
circle around the rotation axis P1. The respective circular-arc-
shaped portions 23 are disposed in such positions as not to
press the fingers 40 through 46.

One end of each of the finger pressing surfaces 21a, 215,
21c, and 214 is connected with the corresponding circular-
arc-shaped portion 23 by a linear portion 24 extended from
the rotation axis P1.

The fluid delivery channel 15 provided on the outer cir-
cumferential side surface of the channel frame 14 has a cir-
cular-arc-shaped groove 16 on a concentric circle around the
rotation axis P1 of the cam 20, and a sheet-shaped elastic
member 90 which seals the opening of the groove 16 on the
side opposed to the cam 20. The groove 16 is defined by a
channel wall 16¢ and slopes 16a and 165 to form a trapezoidal
shape in this embodiment. The end of the delivery channel 15
in the extending direction thereof on the reservoir 11 side
communicates with an inlet channel 17, while the other end of
the delivery channel 15 communicates with an outlet channel
18. In the following description, the inlet channel side corre-
sponds to the upstream side, and the outlet channel side
corresponds to the downstream side.

The elastic member 90 fixed to a peripheral surface 164 of
the groove 16 tightly closes the opening of the groove 16 on
the cam 20 side. The delivery channel 15 is constituted by the
groove 16 and the elastic member 90.

The elastic member 90 has elasticity sufficient for deform-
ing into contact with the channel wall 16¢ and the slopes 16a
and 165 by the press of the fingers 40 through 46. The elastic
force of the elastic member 90 is also large enough to shift the
fingers 40 through 46 in the directions toward the rotation axis
P1 for opening the delivery channel 15 when the pressing
conditions of the fingers 40 through 46 are released in accor-
dance with the rotation of the cam 20.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the delivery channel 15 extends at
least through the range from the pressing position of the finger
40 located at the upstream end to the pressing position of the
finger 46 located at the downstream end. The upstream end
and the downstream end of the delivery channel 15 commu-
nicate with the inlet channel 17 and the outlet channel 18,
respectively.

Each of the inlet channel 17 and the outlet channel 18 is a
groove formed from the upper surface of the channel frame 14
and closed by the second device frame 13. The inlet channel
17 and the outlet channel 18 may be closed by a component
other than the second device frame 13. The inlet channel 17
communicates with the reservoir 11 via the connection tube
81. On the other hand, the outlet channel 18 is guided to the
outside of the fluid transporter 1 via a connection tube 82. In
case of injection of a liquid medicine into a living body, an
injection tube (not shown) is further inserted into the connec-
tion tube 82.

The configurations of the fingers 40 through 46 are now
explained in conjunction with FIGS. 2A and 2B. In the fol-
lowing description, only the finger 44 is touched upon as an
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6

example of the fingers 40 through 46 having the same shape.
FIG. 2A shows the condition in which the finger 44 does not
press the elastic member 90, that is, the condition in which the
delivery channel 15 is opened. The finger 44 has a bar-shaped
shaft portion 44a, a pressing portion 44¢ disposed on the
elastic member 90 side of the shaft portion 44a, and a cam
contact portion 445 disposed on the cam 20 side of the shaft
portion 44a. The cross-sectional shape of the shaft portion
44a is quadrangular or circular. The cam contact portion 445
is rounded as a smooth surface.

The cross-sectional shape of the shaft portion 44a may be
either circular or quadrangular. When the shaft portion 44a
has a quadrangular cross section, the cam contact portion 445
is smoothly rounded into a substantially circular shape in the
plan view.

As illustrated in FIG. 2B, the pressing portion 44c¢ is a
substantially quadrangular fringe-shaped component which
has a pressing surface 444 disposed on a circle concentric
with the channel wall 16¢, and slopes 44¢ and 44f'having the
same angles as those of the slopes 16a and 165, respectively.
Thus, the pressing portion 44c¢ (pressing surface 444 and
slopes 44e and 44f) is so configured as to follow the shape of
the delivery channel 15 (channel wall 16¢ and slopes 16a and
16b), i.e., a shape substantially similar to the shape of the
delivery channel 15.

The fingers 40 through 46 are attached to finger attachment
grooves 12a formed in the first device frame 12, and are held
in such a manner as to project and withdraw in the axial
direction with the upper areas of the fingers 40 through 46
covered by the second device frame 13. The fingers 40
through 46 may be held by a dedicated holding component
other than the second device frame 13.

The closure of the delivery channel 15 is now explained
with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional view illustrating the
condition in which the delivery channel 15 is closed in the first
embodiment. In this description, the finger 44 is touched upon
as an example. This explanation is made in conjunction with
FIG. 1 as well. When the finger pressing surface 214 of the
cam 20 reaches the position for pressing the finger 44, the
elastic member 90 closes the delivery channel 15 in accor-
dance with the press of the pressing portion 44¢ of the finger
44. When the engagement between the finger pressing surface
21d and the cam contact portion 445 is released with further
rotation of the cam 20, the finger 44 is pushed back toward the
cam 20 by the elastic force of the elastic member 90 to open
the delivery channel 15 (condition shown in FIG. 2A).

The operation associated with the fluid transportation per-
formed by the fluid transporter 1 is now explained with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1 through 3.

The cam 20 rotates the cam gear 76 by the operation of the
driving device and the transmission mechanism which trans-
mits the drive of the driving device to the cam 20 at a prede-
termined reduction ratio. The cam 20 combined with the cam
gear 76 rotates in the direction indicated by the arrow R to
push the finger 44 via the finger pressing surface 21d. In this
case, the finger 44 closes the delivery channel 15 while
deforming the elastic member 90.

The finger 45 contacting the connecting portion between
the finger pressing surface 214 and the finger pressing slope
22 closes the delivery channel 15. The finger 46 disposed on
the finger pressing slope 22 presses the elastic member 90 by
a degree of press smaller than that of the finger 44, and
therefore does not completely close the delivery channel 15.
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The fingers 40 through 43 disposed in the range of the
circular-arc-shaped portion 23 or the finger pressing slope 22
of the cam 20 are located at initial positions free from press-
ing.

With further rotation from this position in the direction of
the arrow R, the cam 20 presses the fingers 45 and 46 in this
order via the finger pressing surface 214 to close the delivery
channel 15. In this case, the finger 44 is released from the
finger pressing surface 214 to open the delivery channel 15.
As aresult, fluid flows into the delivery channel 15 toward the
opened positions or positions not yet closed.

With further rotation of the cam 20, the finger pressing
slope 22 sequentially presses the fingers 40, 41, 42, and 43 in
this order from the upstream side to the downstream side of
the fluid. These fingers 40 through 43 close the delivery
channel 15 when reaching the finger pressing surface 21c.

Through these repetitive operations, the fluid can be trans-
ported from the reservoir 11 toward the outlet channel 18 and
discharged therefrom.

According to this embodiment, the delivery channel 15 is
defined by the groove 16 and the sheet-shaped elastic member
90 formed on the channel frame 14. The groove 16 is pro-
duced by injection molding or other methods with higher
accuracy than that of the inside diameter of an elastic tube
used in related art. Moreover, the sheet-shaped elastic mem-
ber 90 has little effect on the dimensional variations of the
delivery channel 15. Thus, the accuracy of the cross-sectional
area of the delivery channel 15 increases, which contributes to
reduction of the variations in the delivery amount of fluid
caused by variations in the cross-sectional area of the delivery
channel 15. Accordingly, the accuracy of the delivery amount
of fluid improves.

Each of the pressing portions of the fingers 40 through 46
(pressing portion 44c¢ is shown as an example) has the con-
figuration similar to the shape of the groove 16 of the delivery
channel 15 (channel wall 16¢ and slopes 164 and 165). Thus,
the elastic member 90 closely contacts the inner wall of the
groove 16 in such a manner as to close the delivery channel 15
without a clearance produced thereat.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the delivery channel 15 is formed
on the outer circumferential side surface of the channel frame
14. In this case, the groove 16 can be produced with high
accuracy by cutting or other methods when the channel frame
14 is shaped by injection molding. Moreover, the work for
fixing the elastic member 90 can be facilitated.

The technical principle in this embodiment can be applied
to a structure which includes a plurality ofrollers in lieu of the
plural fingers as in the disclosure of JP-A-2-280763. When
the delivery channel is closed by the rollers, there is a possi-
bility that the elastic member deforms in such a manner as to
expand in the delivery direction of fluid (rotation direction of
rotor). According to this embodiment, however, the elastic
member is pressed by the fingers substantially in the vertical
direction. Thus, such deformation of the elastic member can
be avoided.

Modified Example of First Embodiment

A modified example of the first embodiment is hereinafter
described with reference to the drawings. In this modified
example, each of the pressing portions of the fingers 40
through 46 has a fringe for pressing the peripheral surface 164
of'the groove 16 to which the elastic member 90 is fixed. The
parts in this modified example which correspond to the same
functions in the first embodiment (see FIG. 2B) have been
given the same reference numbers, and the points which differ
from the first embodiment will be discussed.

FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view illustrating a finger
according to the modified example of the first embodiment. In
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this description, the finger 44 included in the plural fingers is
only touched upon as an example. The finger 44 has the
pressing portion 44c¢ at the end of the shaft portion 44a.

The pressing portion 44c¢ has the pressing surface 44d
disposed on the circle concentric with the channel wall 16¢,
and the slopes 44e and 44/ having the same angles as those of
the slopes 16a and 165, respectively, and further has fringes
44g and 44/ continuing to the slopes 44e and 44f, respec-
tively. The pressing surface 444 and the slopes 16a and 165
have the same configurations as those in the first embodiment
(see FIG. 2B).

The fringes 44g and 44/ are provided in such a manner as
to project and press at least a part of the peripheral surface 164
of the groove 16 to which the elastic member 90 is fixed.
Thus, the shapes of the fringes 44g and 44/ on the elastic
member 90 side in the plan view are disposed on a circle
concentric with the peripheral surface 164.

In closing the delivery channel 15 by using any of the
fingers 40 through 46, there is a possibility that the delivery
channel 15 cannot be completely closed with an extremely
small clearance left on the fixing boundary between the
groove 16 and the elastic member 90. In this case, a prede-
termined delivery amount cannot be securely transported.
According to the structure which includes the fringes 44g and
44} as in this modified example, however, the fixing bound-
ary can be sufficiently closed, whereby the predetermined
delivery amount can be transported with no clearance left on
the fixing boundary. Moreover, the fixing strength of the
elastic member 90 produced when the elastic member 90 is
pressed can be increased.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment is now described with reference to
the drawings. In the second embodiment, the cross-sectional
shape of the channel wall of the delivery channel in the
direction perpendicular to the fluid flow direction is circular-
arc-shaped. The parts in the second embodiment which cor-
respond to the same functions in the first embodiment have
been given the same reference numbers, and the points which
differ from the first embodiment are chiefly touched upon. In
this embodiment, the finger 44 is discussed as an example.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate a fluid transporter in the second
embodiment. FIG. 5A is a partial cross-sectional view show-
ing a cross section taken along the line A-P1-A in FIG. 1,
while FIG. 5B is a perspective view showing a part of the
finger 44. As illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the delivery
channel 15 is defined by the groove 16 formed in the channel
frame 14 and the elastic member 90. The groove 16 is formed
by the channel wall 16¢ having a circular-arc-shaped cross
section.

The finger 44 has the bar-shaped shaft portion 44a, the
pressing portion 44¢ formed on the elastic member 90 side of
the shaft portion 444, and the cam contact portion 445 formed
on the cam 20 side of the shaft portion 44a. As illustrated in
FIG. 5B, the pressing portion 44c is a substantially quadran-
gular fringe-shaped portion, and has the pressing surface 444
configured to follow the shape of the channel wall 16¢. More
specifically, the pressing surface 444 has a curved surface as
a combination of the circular-arc shape of the circle concen-
tric with the channel wall 16¢ in the plan view and the circu-
lar-arc shape of the cross section of the channel wall 16¢.

When the cross-sectional shape of the delivery channel 15
is quadrangular or trapezoidal as in the first embodiment,
corners are produced on the crossing portions of the sides
forming the delivery channel 15 and on the fixing boundary
between the delivery channel 15 and the elastic member 90. In
closing the delivery channel 15 by the elastic member 90,
there is a possibility that small clearances are formed on these
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corners. When the clearances are formed thereon, errors and
variations of the fluid delivery amount are produced. Accord-
ing to this embodiment, however, if the channel wall 16¢ has
the substantially circular-arc-shaped cross section, no corner
is formed. Thus, the delivery channel 15 can be closed more
securely, whereby the accurate fluid delivery amount can be
maintained.

Modified Example of Second Embodiment

A modified example of the second embodiment is now
described with reference to the drawings. This modified
example is similar to the modified example of the first
embodiment in that each of the pressing portions of the fin-
gers 40 through 46 has a fringe for pressing the peripheral
surface 164 of the groove 16 to which the elastic member 90
is fixed. Therefore, the parts in this modified example which
correspond to the same functions in the second embodiment
(see FIG. 5B) have been given the same reference numbers
shown in FI1G. 5B, and the points which differ from the second
embodiment are touched upon.

FIG. 6 is a partial perspective view illustrating the finger 44
according to the modified example of the second embodiment
as an example of the plural fingers. The finger 44 has the
pressing portion 44c¢ at the end of the shaft portion 44a. The
pressing portion 44¢ has the pressing surface 44d having a
same shape as the corresponding shape in the second embodi-
ment, and the fringes 44g and 44/ continuing to the pressing
surface 44d.

The fringes 44g and 44/ are provided in such a manner as
to project and press at least apart of the peripheral surface 164
of'the groove 16 to which the elastic member 90 is fixed (see
FIG. 5A). Thus, the shapes of the fringes 44g and 44/ in the
plan view are disposed on a circle concentric with the periph-
eral surface 164.

According to this structure, the fluid transporter 1 provides
both the advantage of elimination of the corners as in the
second embodiment and the advantage of provision of the
fringes 44g and 44/ as in the modified example of the first
embodiment.

In addition, the substantially circular-arc-shaped channel
wall 16¢ as a part having a simplified configuration can be
easily manufactured. Accordingly, the dimensional accuracy
improves.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment is now described with reference to the
drawings. In the third embodiment, the groove and the elastic
member formed on the channel frame ofthe delivery channel
are substantially symmetric with respect to the peripheral
surface of the groove unlike the first embodiment and the
second embodiment where the sheet-shaped elastic member
is provided on the delivery channel. Thus, the points which
differ from the first and second embodiments are touched
upon in the following description.

FIG. 7 is a partial cross-sectional view illustrating the
delivery channel according to the third embodiment. The
delivery channel 15 is defined by the groove 16 formed in the
channel frame 14 and provided with the channel wall 16¢
having a circular-arc-shaped cross section, and a recess 91
formed in the elastic member 90. The recess 91 can be formed
in the sheet-shaped elastic member 90 by heat press molding,
injection molding or other methods. The channel wall 16¢ of
the channel frame 14 and the recess 91 of the elastic member
90 are substantially symmetric with respect to the peripheral
surface 16d of the groove 16.

FIG. 7 illustrates the finger 44 in the second embodiment as
an example of the finger closing the delivery channel 15 thus
constructed. The cross-sectional shape of the pressing surface
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44d of the pressing portion 44¢ is defined by a curved surface
configured to follow the channel wall 16¢.

When the finger 44 presses the elastic member 90, the
surface of the recess 91 closely contacts the channel wall 16¢
to close the delivery channel 15.

While the cross-sectional shape of the pressing surface 444
shown in FIG. 7 is a circular-arc shape (curved surface) as in
the second embodiment, this shape may be a trapezoidal
shape as in the first embodiment. It is more preferable that the
fringes 44g and 44/ as in the respective modified examples of
the first and second embodiments are provided in this
embodiment.

According to the structure in the third embodiment, the
delivery channel 15 is defined by the cross-sectional shape of
the channel wall 16¢ and the recess 91 of the elastic member
90 as substantially symmetric portions. When the elastic
member 90 is a simple sheet-shaped component, the fingers
press the elastic member 90 in such a manner as to expand the
elastic member 90 at the time of closure of the delivery
channel 15. In this case, the pressing force applied to the
elastic member 90 increases. When the recess 91 is formed on
the elastic member 90, however, the amount of expansion of
the elastic member 90 at the time of closure decreases. In this
case, the delivery channel 15 can be securely closed only by
small pressing forces of the fingers 40 through 46. Moreover,
the durability of the elastic member 90 improves.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment is herein described with reference to
the drawings. In the fourth embodiment, the inlet channel 17
and the outlet channel 18 communicate with the delivery
channel 15 in directions substantially perpendicular to the
delivery channel 15 unlike the first embodiment where the
inlet channel 17 and the outlet channel 18 communicate with
the delivery channel 15 in the extending direction of the
delivery channel 15. The parts in the fourth embodiment
which correspond to the same functions in the first embodi-
ment have been given the same reference numbers, and the
points which differ from the first embodiment are chiefly
touched upon.

FIG. 8 is a plan view illustrating a fluid transporter accord-
ing to the fourth embodiment. FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view
illustrating a cross section taken along a line B-P1-B in FIG.
8.FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a cross section
taken along a line D-P2-D in FIG. 8. The delivery channel 15
and the fingers 40 through 46 are those employed in the first
embodiment, for example. As illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9, the
inlet channel 17 communicates with the delivery channel 15
via a hole penetrating the channel wall 16¢ and with a fluid
retainer 19a at positions in the extending direction of the
finger 40 located at the upstream end of the delivery channel
15.

The fluid retainer 19a communicates with the reservoir 11
via the connection tube 81. The fluid retainer 19a is produced
by a hole 19 opened from above the inlet channel 17 in the
vertical direction and sealed by a sealing member 83 without
decrease in the cross-sectional area of the inlet channel 17.

The connection tube 81 has a dual-step structure which has
asmall-diameter portion connected with the fluid retainer 194
and a large-diameter portion. A connection portion 11a pro-
jecting from the reservoir 11 is connected with a connection
portion 81a between the large-diameter portion of the con-
nection tube 81 and the reservoir 11. This structure permits
communication between the reservoir 11 and the delivery
channel 15. The connection tube 81 is inserted in a direction
substantially perpendicular to a side wall 145 of the channel
frame 14.
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The opening position of the inlet channel 17 is not limited
to the position shown in the figure but may be arbitrarily
determined as long as the position is located on the delivery
channel 15 on the side upstream from the finger 40.

The structure of the outlet channel 18 is now explained. As
illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 10, the outlet channel 18 is pro-
duced by a hole penetrating the channel wall 16¢ in the
extending direction of the finger 46 located at the downstream
end of the delivery channel 15. The outlet channel 18 is a hole
opened in a direction substantially perpendicular to an outer
circumferential side wall 14a of the channel frame 14, and
extended to the outside while inserted into the connection
tube 82.

The connection tube 82 may be constructed similarly to the
inlet channel side connection tube 81 and directly connected
with the delivery channel 15. The opening position of the
outlet channel 18 is not limited to the position shown in the
figure but may be arbitrarily determined as long as the posi-
tion is located on the delivery channel 15 on the side down-
stream from the finger 46.

According to this embodiment, the delivery channel 15
including the elastic member 90 on the channel frame 14, the
inlet channel 17 including the connection tube 81, and the
outlet channel 18 including the connection tube 82 as com-
ponents combined into a unit to which the reservoir 11 is
connected.

In this case, the inlet channel 17 and the outlet channel 18
formed as holes in the channel frame 14 have simplified
structure. Moreover, when the fluid to be transported is a
liquid medicine injected into a living body, the channel frame
unit constituted by the delivery channel 15, the inlet channel
17, and the outlet channel 18 formed in the channel frame 14
as a unit in contact with the liquid medicine can be replaced
with a new unit for increasing safety. Furthermore, the run-
ning costs decrease when the other components are repeat-
edly used.

Fifth Embodiment

A fluid transporter according to a fifth embodiment is now
described with reference to the drawings. In the fifth embodi-
ment relating to the structure of the fingers, each pressing
portion of the fingers for pressing the elastic member has
elasticity.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are front views illustrating a finger
according to the fifth embodiment. FIG. 11A shows an
example 1, while FIG. 11B shows an example 2.

Initially, the example 1 in this embodiment is explained. In
this description, a finger 60 as one of seven fingers having the
same configuration is discussed as an example. The finger 60
has a shaft portion 61 and a fringe-shaped pressing portion 62.
The pressing portion 62 is made of elastic material. A shaft
section 624 is inserted into ahole 61a formed at one end of the
shaft portion 61.

The shaft portion 61 is rigid to such an extent as not to be
deformed when the delivery channel 15 is closed by the cam
20. It is preferable that the pressing portion 62 is elastic to
such an extent as to follow the shape of the channel wall 16¢
when the delivery channel 15 is closed.

The example 2 in this embodiment is now explained. In this
example, the finger 60 has the shaft portion 61 and the fringe-
shaped pressing portion 62 as two types of molded compo-
nents. The pressing portion 62 is made of elastic material. The
shaft portion 61 is rigid to such an extent as not to be deformed
when the delivery channel 15 is closed by the cam 20.

According to the examples 1 and 2, the pressing portion 62
of'the finger 60 has elasticity. Thus, the shape of the pressing
portion 62 can easily follow the shapes of the channel wall
16¢ and the slopes 164 and 165 of the delivery channel 15 at
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the time of closure of the delivery channel 15. Accordingly,
the delivery channel 15 can be more securely closed.

Moreover, the elasticity of the pressing portion 62 absorbs
dimensional variations of the delivery channel 15 and of the
fingers including those of the cam 20, and thus prevents stop
of the drive due to excessive loads produced by the dimen-
sional variations.

Itis to be noted that the structures shown in FIGS. 11A and
11B in the examples 1 and 2 as instances applied to the first
embodiment are applicable to the second embodiment and the
respective modified examples as well.

In the first through the fifth embodiments, the fluid trans-
porter 1 which transports fluid by the peristaltic movement of
the fingers 40 through 46 produced by pressing the elastic
member 90 provided on the delivery channel 15 by using the
cam 20 as a rotor and the fingers 40 through 46 as pressing
members has been discussed as an example. However, the
teachings of the respective embodiments are applicable to a
structure which delivers liquid by pressing a tube from the
upstream side to the downstream side by using a plurality of
rollers attached to a rotor as in the structure disclosed in
JP-A-2-280763.

In case of the structure shown in JP-A-2-280763, a press-
ing portion so configured as to follow the shape of the delivery
channel is provided on each of the rotational side surfaces of
the plural rollers.

Accordingly, the fluid transporter 1 in the first through the
fifth embodiments as a small-sized device having a reduced
thickness can successively transport a small amount of fluid at
low speed. Thus, the fluid transporter 1 is suited for applica-
tions for medical purposes such as development of new medi-
cines and drug delivery when inserted into a living body or
attached onto the surface of the living body. Alternatively, the
fluid transporter 1 can be employed for transportation of fluid
such as water, salt water, liquid medicines, oils, aromatic
liquids, ink, and gases when placed inside or outside various
types of apparatus.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2010-131740, filed Jun. 9, 2010 is expressly incorporated by
reference herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A fluid transporter comprising:

a rotor having an outer peripheral circumferential surface;

a fluid delivery channel which has a groove, the groove
having a circular-arc shape on a concentric circle around
arotation axis of the rotor, the concentric circle having a
diameter larger than a periphery of the rotor;

a sheet-shaped member attaching to and fluidly sealing the
groove; and

aplurality of pressing members disposed between the outer
peripheral circumferential surface of the rotor and the
sheet-shaped member and selectively engageable by the
outer peripheral circumferential surface of the rotor;

wherein the plurality of pressing members contact and
deform the sheet-shaped member in accordance with the
rotation of the rotor; wherein an elastic force of the
sheet-shaped member shifting the plurality of pressing
members towards a rotation axis of the rotor upon dis-
engagement of the plurality of pressing members from
the rotor.

2. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, further com-

prising:

pressing portion provided on each of the plural pressing
members is configured to press the sheet-shaped mem-
ber,
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wherein each of the pressing portions has a shape similar to
the cross-sectional shape of the groove in the direction
perpendicular to the fluid flowing direction.

3. The fluid transporter according to claim 2, wherein each
of'the pressing portions has a fringe portion which presses the
peripheral surface of the groove to which the elastic member
is fixed.

4. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, wherein the
cross-sectional shape of a channel wall of the groove in the
direction perpendicular to the fluid flowing direction is a
circular-arc shape.

5. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, wherein the
delivery channel is so shaped that the groove and the elastic
member become symmetric with respect to the peripheral
surface of the groove to which the elastic member is fixed.

6. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, wherein the
delivery channel is provided on an outer circumferential side
surface of a channel frame.
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7. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, wherein

a channel frame has the delivery channel, and a fluid inlet
channel and a fluid outlet channel penetrating the chan-
nel wall of the groove;

the inlet channel is disposed on the upstream part of the

delivery channel; and

the outlet channel is disposed on the downstream part of the

delivery channel.

8. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, wherein

the rotor is a cam; and

the plural pressing members are fingers radially disposed

in directions from the rotation axis of the cam and
pressed by the cam.

9. The fluid transporter according to claim 1, wherein the
sheet-shaped member is configured to selectively shift the
plurality of pressing members towards the rotor in accordance
with rotation of the rotor.
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